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Teaching Jewish Holidays
in Early Childhood Education in Israel
Critical Feminist Pedagogy Perspective
Abstract




















	 During	 the	many	years	of	preparing	early	 childhood	 teachers,	 I	 have	been	
Haggith Gor Ziv
Taboo, Spring 2016











































Haggith Gor Ziv 121
Rethinking Teaching Jewish Holidays









that	 the	holidays	 include.	This	way	of	narrating	 the	holidays	 typically	portrays	
women	as	less	important	or	absent	from	shared	celebration.













Students	 from	 religious	backgrounds	also	evoked	 the	 religious	oppression	under	
the	Greek	occupation	and	the	story	of	Hanna	who	sacrificed	her	sons	and	kept	her	
devotion	to	God.	They	remember	the	festival	of	lights,	donuts,	dreidels,	Hanukkah	



















Retelling Hanukah’s Story with Critical Pedagogy Lens



























































	 The	narrative	 told	 in	 schools	portrays	 the	 Jews	who	were	 influenced	by	 the	
Greek	culture	in	a	negative	way,	naming	them	“Hellenized”	(Mityavnim)	which	car-
ries	the	connotation	of	being	a	traitor	or	betraying	the	Jewish	tradition.	I	attempted	























































of	Hanukah	conveys	 the	message	 that	“all	 is	 in	God’s	hands.”	The	philosopher	
Leiboviz	claims	that	the	sources	of	Jewish	admiration	of	military	power	does	not	






























“Bayamim hahem bazman haze”	 renewed	 its	meaning	 in	 reference	 to	 the	Arab	
Israeli	conflict.	Aharon	Ze’ev’s	song,	“We carry torches”	(Anu nNoseem Lapidim)	
expresses	well	the	Zionist	interpretation	of	the	holiday.	The	Hanukkah	song,	“Nes 
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months with myrrh oil, and six months with perfume”	(Esther	2:12).	The	proof	of	
her	value	took	place	in	the	king’s	bed:	“In the evening she would go, and in the 





















differ from [those of] every people and they do not keep the king’s laws”	(Esther	
3:5).	It	looked	reasonable	to	King	Achashverosh.	He	approved	Haman’s	initiative	



























they	themselves	massacred	the	“Others.”	“In Shushan, the capital, the Jews slew 
and destroyed five hundred men”	(Esther	9:12).	Esther	used	beauty	and	sexuality	
to	save	her	people.	After	executing	revenge	on	500	people,	she	asked	for	more:	
“And Esther said, ‘If it please the king, let tomorrow too be granted to the Jews to 
do as today’s decree, and let them hang Haman’s ten sons on the gallows.’”	(9:13).	
The	Jews	in	Shushan	did	not	celebrate	with	plastic	hammers,	costumes	and	water	
pistols	as	Jews	do	today:	“They slew in Shushan three hundred men, but upon the 
spoils they did not lay their hands”	(9:15).	“And the rest of the Jews who were in 
the king’s provinces assembled and protected themselves and had rest from their 
enemies and slew their foes, seventy-five thousand, but upon the spoil they did not 
lay their hands”	(9:16).	Should	we	consider	the	slaughter	of	seventy	five	thousand	
self-defense?	 	
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Achashverosh	pretended	to	be	offended	and	demanded	obedience.	Queen	Vashti	
objected	and	explained	her	needs	and	rights.	At	that	point	they	started	to	consult	
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Application in Early Childhood Classroom
		 The	 refusal	of	 the	midwives	 to	kill	 the	babies	born	 to	 the	 Israelites	 slaves	
was	an	act	of	conscientious	objection	that	should	be	taught	as	an	example	of	a	
moral	courageous	action.	Saving	Baby	Moses	by	Yocheved,	Miriam	and	Pharaoh’s	
daughter	should	be	 taught	with	 the	emphasis	on	 their	extraordinary	alliance	as	
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